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Senate and House of Commons Joint committee hearing responsible for studying the
Amendment to the Constitution Act and the Canadian Charter of rights and freedoms.
Winter 1981. http://sen.parl.gc.ca/sjoyal/e/biography.html
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CHALLENGE OF CHANGE

 lIrudeau had to develop an amending formula - how many
Provinces would have to agree in order for changes to be made?

« Kitchen Compromise - Nov 4 1981 after a series of meetings
failed to resolve the 1ssue, Chretien led 9 out of 10 Premiers to
reach a compromise - Levesque wasn’t invited as he was at
another hotel.

 Premiers to sign charter 1f a non-withstanding clause was added
-- allowed conditional “opt out”

» Amending formula 7 out of 10 must agree -- must be 50%o of
total pop.



KITCHEN ACCORD

Levesque was very upset and argued against the deal.

The people of Quebec felt betrayed - Remember Trudeau’s promise
(1980)
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Quebec refused to sign the
New Constitution

Signed by Queen Elizabeth 1n
Ottawa April 17 1982

Flags flew at half mast in
Quebec and protests were

held




1981 KITCHEN COMPROMISE

Amending Formula

Notwithstandstanding Clause
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THE CANADIAN CHARTER
OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
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What is the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms?

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is one part of the Canadian Constitution. The
Constitution is a set of laws containing the basic rules about how our country operates. For example,
it contains the powers of the federal government and those of the provincial governments in Canada.

The Charter sets out those rights and freedoms that Canadians believe are necessary in a free and
democratic society. Scme of the rights and freedoms contained in the Charter are:

» freedom of expression

« the right to a democratic government

» the right to live and to seek employment anywhere in Canada

« legal rights of persons accused of crimes

« Aboriginal peoples' rights

« the right to equality, including the equality of men and women

« the right to use either of Canada's official languages

« the right of French and English linguistic minorities to an education in their language
« the protection of Canada's multicultural heritage.

The way the Charter protects these rights and freedoms is explained in Part |l of this Guide.

Before the Charter came into effect, other Canadian laws protected many of the rights and freedoms
that are now brought together in it. One example is the Canadian Bill of Rights, which Parliament
enacted in 19€0. The Charter differs from these laws by being part of the Constitution of Canada.



