
BIG DECISIONS
1976-1982

Senate and House of Commons Joint committee hearing responsible for studying the 
Amendment to the Constitution Act and the Canadian Charter of rights and freedoms.  
Winter 1981.  http://sen.parl.gc.ca/sjoyal/e/biography.html



1976 PQ Elected in Quebec
• Rene Levesque -- Ti Pol 
• Separatist 
• Charter of  the French Language



1980 
Referendum

Levesque wanted 
Quebeckers to 
vote yes to start 
discussions with 
Canada regarding 
sovereignty-
association

Trudeau  
countered with 
powerful speeches 
and promised a  
new constitution if 
Quebec voted NO

40% YES / 60% NO 



Patriating the Constitution

• Trudeau wanted to 
bring the 
Constitution home to 
Canada  

• Since 1867 BNA Act 
held in England / 
Changes couldn’t be 
made without British 
consent 

• Trudeau wanted to 
include the Charter 
of  Rights and 
Freedoms 
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Challenge of Change
• Trudeau had to develop an amending formula - how many 

Provinces would have to agree in order for changes to be made? 
All of  them, over 50%, ?????? 

•  Kitchen Compromise  - Nov 4 1981 after a series of  meetings 
failed to resolve the issue,  Chretien led 9 out of  10 Premiers to 
reach a compromise - Levesque wasn’t invited as he was at 
another hotel. 

• Premiers to sign charter if  a non-withstanding clause was added 
-- allowed conditional “opt out” 

• Amending formula 7 out of  10 must agree -- must be 50% of  
total pop.



Kitchen Accord
•  Levesque was very upset and argued against the deal. 

• The people of  Quebec felt betrayed - Remember Trudeau’s promise 
(1980) 

• Trudeau accepted the  
compromise 

• Quebec  refused to sign the  
New Constitution  

• Signed by Queen Elizabeth in  
Ottawa April 17 1982 

•  Flags flew at half  mast in  
Quebec and protests were  
held



1981 Kitchen Compromise

• Amending Formula 
• Notwithstandstanding Clause







The Canadian Charter 
of rights and freedoms




