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‣ Lessons	from	the	river:	
stream	competence	vs	
stream	capacity

‣ Different	roles	for	young	
and	old,	trust	and	
community	necessary	for	
system	success

‣ Class	as	an	
ecosystem	with	
necessarily	different	
func<ons	but	
focused	on	long-
term	health	and	
diversity	
of	the	community

‣ Con<nuous	decay	
and	renewal	within	
set	pa?erns

‣ Old	growth	
specimens:	denizens	
of	the	forest	and	
nurse	logs

‣ Community	(network)	approach	
with	strong	role	for	experts

‣ Planning	for	long-term	uses	that	
are	different	than	the	immediate	
needs	and	challenges

‣ Project	may	never	really	be	
completed,	but	at	some	point	it	
needs	to	be	used

CATHEDRAL 
THINKING

OLD GROWTH 
MINDSET the fluvial 

model

DESIGN	FOUNDATIONS.		You	can	pre?y	much	start	
anywhere...	they	all	lead	back	to	each	other

Workshop	links	/	resources:
thielmann.ca/presenta5on-notes

Pedagogy
‣ educator	
values
‣ structures	
and	rou<nes
‣ assessment	
philosophy

Contextual	
considera5ons
‣ who’s	in	your	class
‣ where	you	teach

Curricular	
considera5ons
‣ received	(official	
&	unofficial)
‣ perceived
‣ ghost	curriculum

Teacher	Iden5ty
‣ the	self	that	teaches
‣ personal	&	cultural	
narra<ves

Material	considera5ons
‣ the	stuff	you	put	in	
front	of	students
‣ what	you	expect	
students	to	do	with	it

Orienta5on
‣ how	your	
course	is	
laid	out
‣ how	you	
create	
inten<on

http://thielmann.ca
http://thielmann.ca
https://www.thielmann.ca/presentation-notes.html
https://www.thielmann.ca/presentation-notes.html


The “Pacific Slope” way - TTSP 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			pacificslope.ca

‣ Tinker:	All	students	can	think	cri<cally	and	crea<vely;	using	hands-on	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	
ar<facts	provides	mul<ple	access	points	for	students	to	do	so,	and	suggest	the	way	for	broader	community	
connec<ons	and	applica<ons	of	learning.
‣ Thinker:	All	students	are	capable	of	using	the	six	historical	and	geographic	thinking	concepts	to	make	sense	of	
their	worlds	and	express	their	understanding;	when	done	together	this	forms	the	basis	of	learning	communi<es	
rooted	in	thinking.
‣ Storyteller:	All	students	have	powerful	stories	to	tell,	developed	through	techniques	such	as	heritage	inquiry	
and	narra<ve	wri<ng;	the	roots	of	personal	and	cultural	iden<ty	are	intertwined	with	all	aspects	of	curriculum
‣ PIE:	Place	in	Educa<on	--	all	learning	is	influenced	strongly	by	context	and	deep	connec<ons	to	place,	
and	is	made	more	authen<c	when	teachers	and	students	work	inten<onally	with	no<ons	of	place.

INTRODUCING “THE CAPACITIES”
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