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My Gramma Betty telling a bit the Blackburn story:

Before my parents were married in 1917 they had both lived with their families
and had learned a lot about farming. When they moved to the farm they had
bought near Lavoy they had to clear more land and cultivate it. They hired help
and worked long and hard cutting down brush and digging up stumps. They had
to dig wells and used a windmill to pump the water into a tank for the animals to
drink. They raised cattle pigs, and chickens. ( mother took eggs, cream and
butter she had churned into the general store in Lavoy to help pay for the
groceries that Mr. Bricker (store owner) gave them on credit during the
depression. Their life as farmers was very difficult--some years their crops
(wheat, oats, barley) would be poor because of lack of rain, hail or early frost.
Anything worth selling was taken to the grain elevator in Lavoy where it was
shipped on by train. Whatever couldn't be sold Dad would use to feed the cattle
he hoped to sell to the USA but when the US put a tariff on cattle that didn't work
out. His debt increased to $26,000 which was huge back in the 1930s during the
depression. He started to sell life insurance to the farmers and gradually built his
business. When he was discharged from the Air Force945 after WW 2 he sold
the farm, did very well in his insurance business and finally paid off the debt.
During the time he farmed he helped start the Wheat Pool (an organization to
help farmers) and brought in telephone lines so the farmers could have phones.




Interesting Facts

-lce well: on the farm to help keep our food cool and keep from spoiling. Betty’s Dad
dug a deep hole (about 8 feet deep) in the ground and in the early spring he would go to
a nearby lake and chop out lots of ice to put in the hole and cover it with sawdust. He
built a trap door to cover the hole. Then Mother could keep milk, butter, some meat etc.
in the Ice Well. For a treat in the summer he would chip ice and make ice cream.

Funny Story:
-Gram’s story:
When | was 5, after having had scarlet fever, | was kept in bed for a month, as
the doctor wouldn’t let me up until my temperature was normal. As the weather was
getting bad, and my folks wanted to move into Lavoy for the winter, my Dad heated
some large boulders and put them under a cot in the back of a wagon, which was pulied
by a team of horses. | was bundled up, laid on the cot, and covered in blankets from
head to toe. When a noise scared the horses they bolted, and the wagon box complete
with cot and me was thrown into the snowy ditch. That night, when we got into town, my
temperature was normal for the first time in a month!
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