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Executive Summary 
 
The creation of the Prince George Heritage Context Study was the direct result 
of the Smart Growth on the Ground (SGOG) planning process that took place in 
Prince George in 2008 and 2009. As citizens were contributing to the creation of 
a plan for the cityΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ for the next 25 years, a desire to understand 
what came before began to arise. BC Heritage Branch staff who participated in 
the SGOG planning events suggested that a context study would be an ideal 
opportunity to identify the significant aspects of history that shaped the 
modern city, allowing the history and heritage of this place to contribute to the 
shaping of its future. 
 
BC Heritage Branch staff began the faciliation of the context study process with 
the City of Prince George in September of 2009. A workshop was held in the city 
in October, and approximately 35 participants spent a day identifying 
community heritage values, mapping heritage assets that represent their 
ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ  
The results of that workshop are included in this document. 
 
The results of the context study workshop help to guide the development of a 
values-centred heritage conservation planning program in Prince George. 
Modern best-practices for heritage conservation in Canada follow a model of 
conservation guided by an understanding of the historic, aesthetic, social, 
scientific, spiritual and cultural values of the community as a whole. This 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
community heritage values; it contains the relevant information about what 
matters to the community in terms of its history and development, and how 
that can help to shape how the community continues to evolve into the future.  
 

The context study follows the Parks Canada thematic framework for 
understanding the values of historic places. It assesses community heritage 
values based on five themes related to population, economy, governance, 
society and community, and intellectual and cultural life. These themes allow 
values to be identified that have relevance to all people, places, and times in 
tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-contact era of the Lheidli-Tenneh First 
Nation until now. 
 
The community heritage values identified by workshop participants revealed 
that Prince Georgians are (and always have been) proud of their connection to 
land and water,  their friendly and welcoming spirit, and their entrepreneurial 
drive. These values are manifested in over 300 potential historic places 
identified during the workshop process; places which are candidates for formal 
recognition, protection, interpretation, and conservation including sympathetic 
development or redevelopment. 
 
While a key purpose of this report is to articulate Prince George heritage values 
to citizens and decision-makers, it also strives to provide a set of recommended 
actions that the City can take to continue to build on its heritage conservation 
program. Short-, medium-, and long-term actions for developing a 
comprehensive heritage planning program are included. All actions are 
designed to build on the understanding that historic places in Prince George are 
the physical embodiment of the heritage values of the community; historic 
places in this city represent the qualities of people, life, and environment that 
have contributed to making this northern community a unique and historically-
rich place. 
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Introduction 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 
is an important component of the development of a long-term plan for the City. 
By understanding the qualities of life, events, people, and periods of 
development, growth, and change that make the city what it is today, decision 
makers can have a better understanding of what the community values are and 
why places that represent those values should be conserved.  
 
Prince George is an excellent example of a community that has the potential to 
realize the connection of heritage conservation with sustainable development. It 
has so far not tapped into releasing the potential of its historic places primarily 
because there has been a disparity between what generally accepted standards 
ƻŦ άƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 
really is. The purpose of this context study is to allow the community of Prince 
George to identify how its heritage of historic places is unique. While they may 
not be the examples of landmark architecture that have traditionally been 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ./Σ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
identified in this study illustrate that the heritage of this community is rich, 
multifaceted, and important to its citizens.  
 
This context study reflects the shift in heritage conservation that embraces 
values-centred management of historic places. This approach allows the 
community to identify its heritage values ς the unique qualities of people, 
events, places, and eras ς that have made it the place it is today. And, it ensures 
that the places identified as historic are true representations of those values. 
The stakeholders involved in the Context Study process clearly articulated the 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
have identified ς ranging from cultural landscapes to modern buildings ς reflect 
that collective heritage. 

 
 Figure 1: Members of the Prince George Heritage Commission participated in 

the Smart Growth on the Ground Planning Process, the catalyst for the 
Heritage Context Study. 
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Ȱ3ÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ  
Á ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÉÄÅȢȱ 

 

~ workshop participant 

Why is Heritage Conservation Important for Prince George? 
 
The following is a synthesis of all workshop responses related to the above question. All of the statements recorded in the workshop were analyzed to 
develop this statement about why heritage conservation matters to Prince George. The quotation in blue is the contribution for this question (from a 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ άŘƻǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  

 

Heritage conservation is important as a source of community pride for Prince 
George. While heritage conservation has not been a priority in community 
planning and development in the past, it is seen as an opportunity for building a 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ŀ 
legacy for future generations, so that the people who come after us understand 
what makes the community unique, and a significant part of northern British 
Columbia. It is an understanding of the past which guides community 
development in the future. 
 
The community of Prince George has a responsibility to better integrate its 
diverse and interesting heritage into its community planning processes. The 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ 
between different groups and sub-communities in the city. A stronger 
understanding of the contribution of the original people to this area ς the 
[ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς is important for understanding how Prince 
George became a city.  Traditional place names contribute to the contextual 
understanding of the continuum of history in Prince George; First Nations 

heritage provides the foundation for understanding the subsequent 
development of the human population of Prince George. In a city that is 
constantly welcoming newcomers seeking a new life into the community, it is 
important that sense of place and community identity are strong.  Appreciation 
of the unique qualities that have persevered throughout the generations are 
threads of continuity evident even as the city continues to change and evolve. 
 
Prince George has an opportunity to become a community that includes historic 
places in its conservation efforts. The first step towards this shift is to assess 
existing resources that can be utilized to meet goals for positive community 
growth, development, and redevelopment. Historic places are an often 
untapped resource that can make a significant contribution to the social, 
economic, and environmental development of a community. Historic places 
provide a higher quality of life to the community. A proactive approach to 
heritage conseǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ όŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎύ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
historic significance will be conserved for future generations.  
 
To date, there have been initiatives ς such as the creation of a Community 
Heritage Register, a Heritage Strategic Plan and a Heritage Commission ς to 
undertake heritage conservation in Prince George.  However, heritage 
conservation has typically taken a back seat to other initiatives which are seen 
to be more economically lucrative for a community. Prince George can benefit 
froƳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
places can fulfil their potential as a source of economic stimulation. Historic 
places have a proven connection to economic development associated with 
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tourism and downtown revitalization. If Prince George does not take positive 
action towards conserving the historic places it values, it risks losing more vital 
connections to the past. Because historic places help create an understanding of 
where the community has come from, it is important that the City recognize and 
protect these places as part of community planning. The city can thereby build a 
better sense of direction for future development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Views of the city and the surrounding landscape are an important part of Prince 
George's heritage. 



 
P r i n c e  G e o rge  H e r i t a ge  C o n tex t  S t u d y   

 

10 
 

Context Studies, Values-Based Management, and Heritage Conservation Planning 
 
In many communities, heritage conservation has taken place outside of regular 
land-use planning activities. Typically, this has been the case because the 
understanding of why historic places matter to a community is not strong; 
decision makers cannot justƛŦȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
άƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ  
 
Best practice for heritage conservation planning in Canada ς and British 
Columbia ς follows a values-based approach to the stewardship and 
management of historic places. This approach allows the community to clearly 
articulate why historic places matter, and ensures confidence that identified 
heritage values remain for present and future generations. Historic places are 
no longer recognized, protected, and conserved based on just their architectural 
superiority or historical associations. Instead, a values-based approach considers 
ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
conservation of historic places to be an activity that is relevant to all members 
ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ άŜȄǇŜǊǘǎέΦ 
Understanding what a community values in terms of its heritage allows for a 
stronger justification for ensuring that historic places remain as a community 
develops and changes over time.  
 
This management process uses heritage values to guide decision making about 
historic places. Heritage values are defined as the historic, aesthetic, spiritual, 
social, cultural, and scientific significance or importance of a place for past, 

present, or future generations. When beginning a values-based management 
system, it is best to have an understanding of the heritage values of the 
community as a whole before trying to understand the significance of individual 
places. The context study develops this big-picture understanding of why 
citizens care about the character and identity of the community, and how that 
has been shaped over time.  
 
Heritage conservation planning is a land-use decision-making process that takes 
into consideration the embodiment of values in its historic places. It integrates 
the conservation of historic places and community development, so that the 
two are seen as one activity, rather than processes that occur on opposite ends 
of a spectrum. Context planning is designed to honour how a community 
evolved over time, and how the major events and eras of history have shaped 
what the community is today. By undertaking a context study, the community 
recognizes that the significant elements of its past (as seen in its historic places) 
need not be sacrificed in order for development and change to continue.  
 
Generally, values-based management for heritage conservation planning follows 
the path outlined in Figure 1. Values are identified by a broad group of 
community members, historic places that represent those values are identified, 
and then land-use decision making and conservation activities for those places 
can occur.  
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Figure 3: Values Based Management Process 

 
 
The context study undertaken in Prince George covers the first two steps of the 
values-based management process. The following workshop activity section 
further explains the importance of these two steps in establishing a values-
based foundation for the development of a community heritage planning 
program. Finally, this report addresses the third step in the process, by providing 
recommendations on actions and conservation tools that the City of Prince 
George can implement to ensure that historic places are a viable part of the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ   

 
 
 

Values-Based Land Use Planning & Conservation Activities

The community undertakes land use planning that ensures that the heritage values of 
identified historic places are not lost as development occurs.

Identifying Historic Places

Community identifies historic places that embody identified heritage values.

Identifying Values

Community undertakes a context study to identify elements of history that contribute 
to current character and identity.

Figure 4: Prince George's industrial heritage contributes to its wealth of historic places. 
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Context Study Workshop 
 
A Context Study Workshop was held in Prince George on Wednesday, October 7, 
2009, facilitated by three staff members of the BC Heritage Branch (Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and the Arts) and one staff member of Smart Growth BC. The 
primary purpose of this day-long workshop was to have citizens of Prince 
DŜƻǊƎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ 
series of questions to allow them to identify the significant qualities of the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
today.  
 
The format of the workshop included three parts: 
 

1. Identifying community heritage values. 
 

2. Mapping 
 

3. Historic Place Identification 
 
Each of these three activities helps to establish a values-based foundation for 
the development of the community heritage planning program in Prince 
George. 
 
Identifying community heritage values ς Participants were assigned to random 
groups, and asked to answer a series of questions related to contextual 
άǘƘŜƳŜǎέ ƻƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǊƻƻƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ 
theme questions were: 
 

1. Why did, and do, people want to live here? 
 

 

 
 
 

2. Iƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
heritage?  

 
3. Iƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ 

significant? 
 

4. What is special about the social and community life of Prince George?  
 

Figure 5: Workshop Participants Identify Community Heritage Values 
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5. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
cultural life? 

 
Participŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
series of statements related to each question; statements that begin to build an 
understanding of what it is about PrinŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
through all of its periods of development that people value today. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǊŀƴƪƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άŘƻǘέ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ the 
responses at each of the six question stations. They were asked to place their 
dots (five per question) by the statements that they felt best captured the 
ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
to place all of their dots on one statement, or distribute them as they pleased 
among a number of statements. 
 
Mapping ς The second exercise allowed participants to visually represent on 
maps the physical places in the community that embody the heritage of each 
theme. Large maps were set up at each theme station, along with instructions 
on how to mark the maps for different types of places. Participants could mark 
areas, specific places, transportation routes or corridors, or views with the 
following markings. 
 

 

Use to identify 
areas of 
heritage value. 

 Use to identify 
transportation 
routes relevant to 
heritage values. 

 

Use to identify 
specific places 
of heritage 
value. 

 Use to identify 
views which are 
important for 
retaining and 
understanding 
heritage values. 

        

                             
 
 
The purpose of the mapping exercise is to ensure that the places that the 
community identifies as part of its heritage are grounded in identified 
community heritage values. Rather than simply stating that a place is important 
because it is old, or because it has specific historic associations, the community 
can identify a place as heritage because it is representative of a specific aspect 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 

Figure 6: A Workshop Participant Marks the Map for the Economic 
Development Theme. 
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Historic Place Identification ς the final exercise of the day was a short exercise 
designed to allow people to specifically name places which may be heritage, and 
which were perhaps not identified during the mapping process. Participants 
were able to name a large number of places which were recorded by the 
workshop facilitators. A key purpose of this exercise was to create a list of place 
names which could later be cross-referenced with places identified on the maps 
to ensure that the correct nomenclature was being used. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 7: The Fort George Tribune Office. The entrepreneurial spirit of Prince Georgians is an important 
part of the community's heritage values. 
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Workshop Participants 
 
Heritage Branch would like to thank the following people for their time and contributions to the Context Study workshop. 
 
Chief Dominic 
Frederick  

[ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ 

Mayor Dan Rogers City of Prince George 
Councillor Dave 
Wilbur 

City of Prince George  

Sandra Goodkey Blackburn Community Association 
Brad Beckett City of Prince George 
Cheryl Livingstone-
Leman 

City of Prince George 

Chris Bone City of Prince George 
Dan Milburn City of Prince George 
Doug Hofstede City of Prince George 
Laurie-Ann Kosec City of Prince George 
Nelson Wight City of Prince George 
Wendy Young Community Arts Council 
Renee Trepanier French Canadian Association 
Krystal Etter Huble Homestead 
Marvin F. George [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ 
Patricia Wight [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ 
Jennifer Ferries Millar Addition Citizens Coalition 
Bernice Cereamo Nazko First Nation 

Stuart Alec Nazko First Nation 
Trelle Morrow Prince George 
Robin Fairservice Prince George Genealogy Society 
Harv Smerychynski Prince George Heritage Commission 
Jo Graber Prince George Heritage Commission 
Linda Chartier Prince George Heritage Commission 
Shirley Gratton Prince George Heritage Commission 
Valerie Giles Prince George Heritage Commission 
Elaine Hauck Prince George Oral Historic Society 
Allan Wilson Prince George Public Library 
Lillian George Prince George Urban Aboriginal Strategy 
Ranjit Gill Prince George Railway and Forestry Museum 
Bob Campbell The Exploration Place 
Tracy Calogheros The Exploration Place 
Carolyn Holmes Two Rivers Gallery 
 
Facilitators 
Richard Linzey BC Heritage Branch 
Berdine Jonker BC Heritage Branch 
Pam Copley BC Heritage Branch 
Shana Johnstone Smart Growth BC 
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Thematic Framework 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ and evolution over time 
is an important component of the development of a long-term plan for the City. 
By understanding the qualities of life, events, people, and periods of 
development, growth, and change that make the city what it is today, decision 
makers can have a better understanding of what the community values and why 
those places should be conserved. Developing a contextual understanding of the 
city comprises more than simply identifying historic places. First, a thematic 
framework must be identified in order to create a basis of understanding of the 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ 
 
A thematic framework is a way to organize or define history to identify and 
place sites, persons and events in context1. The thematic framework which 
guided the Context Study process for Prince George was developed from the 
Parks Canada model which was first established in 1981. The Parks Canada 
process identifies five key areas of relevance into which all places of historic 
significance can be categorized. These five themes are: 

¶ Peopling the Land 

¶ Developing Economies 

¶ Governing Canada 

¶ Building Social and Community Life 

¶ Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life 
 

These themes have been adapted below to create a thematic framework 
tailored to Prince George. 
 
It is important to understand that themes must be relevant to all people, places, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳōǘƘŜƳŜ 

                                         
1
 http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/r/system-reseau/sec2.aspx  

related to Developing Economies for Prince George. While different groups may 
value hunting for different reasons, and have hunted in different ways at 
different times, it is a common thread that has always been relevant to the 
people who live (and have lived) in this place. A true theme will resonate with 
all periods of a communiǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
community over time. 
 
The thematic framework specific to Prince George that was used to guide the 
context study process is as follows: 
 
Peopling the Land 
 
The land now known as Prince George has an extensive history of human 
ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴŎŜΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
adapt to its geography. Over time, they were joined by people from all parts of 
the globe and the modern city began to take shape. This theme celebrates the 
imprints and expressions of these people as they shaped the Prince George 
community. Important subthemes to consider under this theme are migration 
and immigration, settlement, and the relationship between people and the 
environment. 
 
Developing Economies 
 
From the earliest hunters and gatherers to today's post-industrial workers, 
Prince Georgians have worked in a wide variety of ways to sustain themselves. 
This theme looks at the historical legacies of early subsistence economies; 
commercial pursuits in fishing, farming, forestry and mining; services industries 
and manufacturing processes. This theme must also consider how Prince 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ {ǳōǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ 
area include hunting and gathering, extraction and production, trade and 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/r/system-reseau/sec2.aspx
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commerce, technology and engineering, labour, and communications and 
transportation. 
 
Governing the Region 
 
From ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ǉƻǎǘ-contact 
settlement and regional development, systems of government have been an 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳōǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
as politics and political processes, government institutions, security and law, 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ 
Canada, and the world should be integral to the development of heritage values 
associated with this theme. 
 
Building Social and Community Life 
 
Prince Georgians have established a variety of social groups, clubs and 
organizations to enrich community life and assist those in need. This theme 
focuses on the great variety of these social constructs - temporary and long-
lasting, formal and informal, independent and allied with the government. 
Included in this theme are community organizations, religious institutions, 
education and social well-being, and social movements. 
 
Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘǎΣ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ 
expression and athletic achievement. These qualities are also found in 
subthemes such as learning and the arts, architecture and design, science, 
sports and leisure, and philosophy and spirituality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8: Mr. PG standing outside of the Chamber of Commerce office. Mr. PG is a local icon that many 
consider an important historic place. 
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Heritage Theme Statements 
 
Below are statements that reflect the responses to the theme questions 
received during the workshop in October. All of the workshop input for each 
question was analyzed to develop statements summarizing the heritage values 
related to each theme. (Specific workshop responses ς and their ranking ς for 
each theme can be found in Appendix C). The purpose of these statements is to 
create general understanding about what the community values in terms of the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ each theme. As a whole, these 
statements reflect the overarching heritage values of Prince George. They 
illustrate that this is a community with a strong sense of spontaneity and 
entrepreneurship, built on hard work and a strong sense of connection to the 
land and water. They also reflect that these characteristics and qualities of life 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
evolution ς ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ 
now.  
 
These context statements directly reflect what was stated by workshop 
participants in October. The statements have been developed using only the 
statements found in Appendix C). Each theme statement also includes the 
contribution to each of the workshop questions that received the highest 
ranking from the group (in large print quotes). These statements are not 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΤ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
the key points in history that shaped the community, they are more focused on 
answeǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΚέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 
for beginning to identify historic places, and to be able to understand why 
individual historic places are valued by the community. From these context 
statements the City can move towards implementing a heritage conservation 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ 
 

 
 

Figure 9: This word-cloud illustrates the 100 most frequently mentioned words in the theme statement 
development activity. Larger words were used most frequently. 
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ȰAccess to arts, culture, education, 
recreation facilities, and programsȢȱ 

 

~ workshop participant 

Figure 10: First Nations Persons in a Dugout Canoe; British Colonist Advertisement c. 1910 (inset). 

Peopling the Land 

 
The existence of people in what is now the Prince George area is due to the 
confluence of the Nechako and Fraser Rivers, and the ability of this geographic 
feature to support habitation. The convergence of these rivers is the traditional 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ CƛǊǎǘ bations ς ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǊƛǾŜǊǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ reflects 
the significance of connection to land and water. This spot was ideal for 
transportation; the joining of the rivers was well suited to river crossings. The 
importance of the waterways has translated through all stages of the 
development of the community. The significance of the river as the earliest 
travel route through this transportation corridor is strong. The rivers of Prince 
George provided the physical access and connection needed for the people and 
supplies that laid the foundations for the early communities that evolved into 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
is tangible, with residents feeling a strong sense of connection to the impact 
that the waterways have on the natural landscape surrounding the city. Prince 
George is a river community, and has been since the first people gathered in this 
place. 
 
The location of Prince George approximately 100 kilometres from the 
geographic centre of British Columbia is also important to local heritage. The 

city is central in a literal sense; it is located at the confluence of the Nechako 
and Fraser Rivers, the intersection of major provincial highways, and major 
east-west and north-south railways come through here. The city is therefore an 
administrative and transportation node for a very large area of the province. 
Since its earliest days as a group of communities such as South- and Central Fort 
George, this area has been a natural social, service, and supply centre for the 
north. Prince George is and has traditionally been a natural stopping place for 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
supply centre for the region has led to rŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀǎ ./Ωǎ 
άƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭέΦ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ 
administration, culture, health and education, and a representative city for the 
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success of these sectors in northern BC.  
 
Connections to land and water have had strong influence in bringing people to 
Prince George since the earliest days of the community. There is a deep-seated 
belief here that the land offers people positive opportunities which support 
sustainable and quality lifestyles. The theme of arriving in Prince George to start 
a new life is something that has been consistent over the years. It is a spirit of 
entrepreneurism that brings people here. Whether seeking an opportunity to 
own land, start a business, find employment, or pursue higher education, 
people have been drawn to all that this place has to offer. There is a strong 
feeling that Prince George offers something for everyone. The idea that people 
could come to this area and realize their dreams was as relevant in the 1800s as 
it is today; they are just as likely to stay in the city once they fall in love with the 
land, water, and sense of community that is so prevalent here. The 
opportunities for Prince George continue to evolve as the community changes 
and grows over time. Shifts in community values now place as much importance 
on social and cultural opportunities as access to financial and material 
opportunities once had in the developmental stages of the city.  
 
While many people come to Prince George to seek out an economic or career 
opportunity, there are also many people who value the sense of community 
that comes from having well-established family ties in the city. The community 
of Prince George has evolved to include multi-generational families of Prince 
Georgians. People who were born and raised in the city stay because their 
children and grandchildren are here, reflecting the strong values which illustrate 
that the city is, and always has been a great place to raise a family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Figure 11: Northern Hardware is important to Prince George's heritage. Places like this illustrate how 
heritage values, and historic places, evolve over time. 
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Figure 12: tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ ά{ƛȄ aƛƭŜέ aŀǊȅΦ мфмпΦ 
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Ȱ/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅ× ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ 
Canada of its size that can offer affordable 
living and quality lifestyles ɀ so we need 

 the economy to keep going to 
 sustain this quality.ȱ 

 
~ workshop participant 

Developing Economies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The earliest economic activity of this area has strong connections to the natural 
ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
this place was a natural location for the trade associated with traditional 
gathering and assembly activities. This tradition of benefitting from the 
resources provided by the land carried on as waves of newcomers came to the 
area.  
 
While the fur trade played a role in the earliest permanent settlement near the 
confluence of the rivers, the economic drivers of the development of the city 
over time turned toward natural resource-based industry in the early days of 
non-native settlement here. Agriculture also played a role in drawing more 
people to the area in the earliest days of the settlements of South and Central 
Fort George. However, the continuum of economic activity over time has 
changed to see eras of growth through industries such as mining, forestry, pulp, 
and transportation forming the modern city of Prince George. It was the 
industrial nature of the economy in the mid 20th century that made Prince 
DŜƻǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΣ ΨслǎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨтлǎΣ 
and the second largest city in BC in 1981. Big industry has shaped and sustained 
the social and economic development of Prince George for decades; it has 
impacted the self image of the community and shaped external perspectives of 
the city. The characterization of the natural resource-dependent economy and 
industry in Prince George is a very important aspect of the developmental 
heritage of the city. It has consistently influenced the type of people that come 
here to work and live. It is industry that supports and sustains the high quality of 
life that is valued so dearly here. Without the major economic engines of 
businesses such as the Canadian National Railway, pulp and paper mills, saw 
mills and entrepreneurial pioneers of all eras Prince George would not be the 
community that it is today. 
 

Figure 13: (clockwise from left) Beehive burner, Planer Row (now River Road), 1962; Prince George 
!ƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ άŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ннолέΣ мфупΤ ¢ǿƻ wƛǾŜǊǎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ 
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Prince George is a natural transportation hub. Beginning with the earliest days 
of transportation via the waterways, a theme of being a major intersection of 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άrivers to 
Ǌŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘǎέΣ άƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǎέΣ ŀƴŘ άŜŀƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƛǊέ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
Prince George is noted for its rivers, bridges, roads, rails, and air transportation 
facilities. The history of transportation infrastructure development ς and its 
connection to economic development ς comprises a significant part of the story 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎΣ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ 
were formative activities leading to significant changes contributing to 
establishing Prince GeƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭΣ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
administrative centre. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
development patterns over time, a desire to diversify and explore other 
opportunities for economic generation are developing as the next phase of the 
economic continuum of the city. The community was built by people wanting to 
make a living, and believing that hard work would pay off. The entrepreneurial 
spirit that founded Prince George has always served the city well, and is leading 
the community towards the arts, culture, and a variety of commercial 
endeavours as valid resources driving a new economic outlook. It is this 
entrepreneurism that resulted in the foundation of UNBC, and brought the 
Medical School to the university. The presence of the school makes a significant 
contribution to the economic life of the city. 
 
Prince George is one of the few communities in Western Canada of its size that 
can offer affordable living and quality lifestyles. Land, housing, and the general 
cost of living are affordable, encouraging people to live and stay here. The 
affordability of this area allows citizens to have opportunities, such as access to 
nature and outdoor activities, which are considered luxuries in other 
communities of comparable size. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 14: The Croft Hotel (formerly the Corning - see inset), is recognized by many Prince Georgians as 
an important historic place. It represents a significant part of the city's twentieth century development. 
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Figure 15: S.S. BC Express on its way from Quesnel to Prince 
George. 
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Ȱ#ÏÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 2ÉÖÅÒÓ ɀ natural gathering 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ,ÈÅÉÄÌÉ 4ȭÅÎÎÅÈȢ ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÄ 

crossing of the rivers.ȱ 
 

~ workshop participant 

Governing the Region 
 

 
Prince George has a long tradition of being the centre of government for the 
northern ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ./Φ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
regulating authority, and then the first provincial government office and jail for 
the area were erected in 1911-1912. As a centre of government, Prince George 
continues to provide essential administrative and regulatory services to a large 
population of the province. 
 
HistoricŀƭƭȅΣ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
impact on the development of the city. Because of the presence of government, 
military, and regulatory institutions here the city has been well positioned to 
receive funding supporting major infrastructure for health, education and other 
social services. 
 
Governance for the city and the region is seen as an activity integral to the well-
being of the community. While the local city council and administration system 
are diverse, they are also approachable, interactive and caring as far as the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
community development. Decision makers in Prince George realize that 
dedication results in the creation of positive change. Elected representatives in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ άǳǇ ƴƻǊǘƘέΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

to governance that recognizes the unique qualities of Prince George. They 
provide a strong voice for northern BC, communicating that the regulatory and 
administrative needs of people here are different than those of people in other 
parts of the province.  
 

 
 
  
Figure 16: Prince George City Hall; Prince George Courthouse (inset). 


























































































































