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Executive Summary

The creation of the Prince George Heritage Context Study lweaditect result The context study follows the Parks Canada thematic framework for

of the Smart Growth on the Ground (SGOG) planning process that took place iunderstandng the values of historic places. It assesses community heritage
Prince George in 2008 and 2009. As citizens were contributing to the creation ofalues based on five themes related to population, economy, governance,
aplanforthecitp & R 2 gfof thengxt 25 years, a desire to understand society and community, and intellectual and cultural life. These themes allow
what came before began to arise. BC Heritage Branch staff who participated in values to be identified that have relevaato all people, places, and times in

the SGOG planning events suggested that a context study would be anideal t NAy OS DS 2 NHS Qa -cénfact érdfliBeSl heldiNeBN¥h Firsk S LINB

opportunity to identify the significant aspects of history that shaped the Nation until now.
modern city, allowing the historgnd heritage of this place to contribute to the
shaping of its future. The community heritage values identified by workshop participants revealed

that Prince Georgians are (and always haver)eroud of their connection to
BC Heritage Branch staff began the faciliation of the context study process withland and water,their friendly and welcoming spirit, and their entrepreneurial
the City of Prince George in September of 2009. A workshop was held in the cityrive. These values are manifested in over 300 potential historic places
in October and approimately 35 participants spent a day identifying identified during the workshop process; places which are candidatdsrhmal
community heritage values, mapping heritage assets that represent their recognition, protection, interpretation, and conservatiorcluding sympathetic

Gl £ dzSas YR ARSY(GATFEAYI LRGSYGAlI T Kdeselogmedt @ retdivdlofn®st 6 A GKAY GKS OAG@Qa o62dzy

The results of that workshop are included in this doeutn
While a key purpose of this report is to articuld&dance Georgéeritage values
The results of the context study workshop help to guide the development of a to citizens and decisiemakers, it also strives to pvide a set of recommended

valuescentred heritage conservation planning program in Prince George. actions that the City can take to continue to build on its heritage conservation
Modern bestpractices for heritage conservation in Canada follow a model of  program. Sho# medium, and longterm actions for developing a

conservation guided by aimderstanding of the historic, aesthetic, social, comprehensive heritage planning program are included. All actions are
scientific, spiritual and cultural values of the community as a whole. This designed to hild on the understanding that historic places in Prince George are

O2y GSEG aiddzRé NBLRZNI LINROJARSAE GKS T tapfiRitaliemBodgimehtdNbe teyitRgd Wafuds lofyhR dogfirBunity:Mitgfi©dS D S

community heritage values; it contains the relevarformation about what places in this city represent the qualities of people, life, and environment that
matters to the community in terms of its history and development, and how have contributed to making thisorthern community a unique and historically
that can help to shape how the community continues to evolve into the future. rich place.
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Introduction

¢KS /2yiGSEldzrf {{idzRé 2F t NAyOS DS2NHSQa
Is an important component of the development of a laiegm planfor the Gty.

By understanding the quiéies of life, events, people, and periods of

development, gowth, and change that make théy what it is today, decision

makers can have a better understanding of what the community values are and

why places that represent those values should be coresery

Prince George is an excellent example of a community that has the potential to

realize the connection of heritage conservation with sustainable development. It

has so far not tapped into releasing the potential of its historic places primarily

becaug there has been a disparity between what generally accepted standards

2F GKSNRAGIFIAS o0dzAft RAy3Iaégd 6SNB Ay GKS LI ai
really is. The purpose of this context study is to allow the community of Prince

George to identify how its hh#age of historic places is unique. While they may

not be the examples of landmark architecture that have traditionally been - 5
O2YaAARSNBR KSNARGOF3IS AYy ./ 3 tNAYyOS DS2 NJEIS ?fq_% -
identified in this study illustrate that the heritagd this community is rich, -
multifaceted, and important to its citizens.

Q¢

This context study reflects the shift in heritage conservation that embraces
valuescentred management of historic places. This approach allows the

community to identify its heritaggaluesc the unique qualities of people,

events, places, and ergghat have made it the place it is today. And, it ensures

that the places identified as historic are true representations of those values.

The stakeholders involved in the Context Studycpss clearly articulated the
AAAYATFAOIYO @l tdzSa 2F GKSANI O2YYdzyA (e Qa
have identifiedg ranging from cultural landscapes to modern buildiqgeflect Figure1: Members of the Prince George Heritage Commission particidate

that collective heritage- the Smart Growth on the Ground Planning Process, the catalyst for the
Heritage Context Study

NRA O LJ |

it | REZEN e
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Why Is Heritage Conservation Imp@int for Prince George?

The following is a synthesis of all workshop responses related to the above question. All of the statements recordedrnkstispwere analyzed to
develop this statement about why heritage conservation matters to Prince Gedhgequotation in blue is the contribution for this question (from a

G2NJ] AaK2L) LI NIAOALI YiU 6KAOK NSOSAOSR UKS Y2ald aR20Ga¢ Ay (GKS NrXylAy3a LI
" 3 ‘ heritage provides the foundation for understanding the subsequent
O 3 A I O A I /CE 'D I / development of the human population of Prince George. In a city that is
. constantly welcoming newcomers seeking a rigavinto the community, it is
A O I O O A A I ,CE important that sense of place and community identity are strodgpreciation
of the unique qualities that have persevered throughout the generations are
_ Workshop participant threads of continuity evident even as the city continues to change and evolve.
Prince George has an opporttynto become a community that includes historic
Heritage conservation is important as a source of community pride for Prince  places in its conservation efforts. The first step towards this shift is to assess
George. While heritage conseition has not been a priority in community existing resources that can be utilized to meet gdar positive community
planning and development in the past, it is seen as an opportunity for building agrowth, development and redevelopmentHistoricplaces are an often
asSyasS 2F Oz2YYdzyAleé ARSyuAGed [/ 2yaSNUwaypad rdstifcd/thabcaniraie NEdnifcant doributich Nhhe sobiffl, | OS & ¢
legacy for future generations, so that the peoplbo come after us understand  economic, and environmental development of a community. Historic places
what makes the community unique, and a significant part of northern British  provide a higher quality of life to the community. A proactive approach to
Columbia. It is an understanding of the past which guides community heritage consBI | G A2y y2¢ ¢Aff SyadaNB GKIFG @&8S:
development in the future. historic significance will be conserved for future generations.
The community of Prince George has a responsibilietéer integrate its To date, there have been initiativesuch as the creation of a Community
diverse and interesting heritage into its community planning processes. The  Heritage Registen Heritage Strategic Pland aHeritage Commissiogto
O2YYdzyAué& OFy RS@St2LJ+ &aSyasS 27F | dndditdkddeiagdconydritiordrdrincd GeorgeNRowéNdr, théritagedzA £ R 0 |
between different groups and setommunities in the city. A stronger conservation has typically taken a back seat to other initiatives which are seen
understandng of the contribution of the original people to this areéhe to be more economically lucrative for a community. Prince George can benefit
[ KSARE A ¢ QS yg¢isSriportant funderstanding Boyl Rrince froY NBFEATAy3a KSNAGEFAS O2yasSNBIGAzy 32
George became a cityflraditionalplacenames contribute to the contextual places can fulfil their potential as a source of economic stimulation. Historic
understanding of the continuum of histony Prince George; First Nations places have a proven connection to economic development associated with
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tourism and downtown revitalizeon. If Prince George does not take positive
action towards conserving the historic places it values, it risks losing more vital
connections to the past. Because historic places help create an understanding of
where the community has come from, it is imrfemt that the Gty recognize and

protect these places as part of community planning. The city can thereby build a
better sense of direction for future development.

Figure2: Views of the city and the surrounding landscape are an important part of Prince
George's heritage.
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Context Studies, ValueBased Management, and Heritage Conservation Planning

In many communities, heritage conservation has taken place outside of regular present, or future generations. When beginning a valnased management
land-use planning activities. Typically, this has been the case because the system, it is best to have an understanding of the heritage values of the
understanding of why historic places matter to a community is not strong; community as a whole before trying to understand the significance of individual
decision makers cannot justF & LJdzof A O ALISYRAY 3 2y Liflar® Bhé coitéiSstidy Re¥afopsithis PigtyfeiuhderStanting of why
GKSNAGIFIASE Ay GKS GNIRAGAZ2YIE &Sy ascitkehs car& gbouttize iaudcter and identity of the community, and how that
has been shaped over time.
Best practice for heritage conservation planning in Carggalad British
Columbiac follows a valuedased approach to the stewardship and Heritage conservation planning is a lanske decisiormaking process that takes
management of gtoric places. This approach allows the community to clearly into consideration the embodiment of values in its historic places. It integrates
articulate why historic places matter, and ensures confidence that identified the conservation of historic places and community development, so that the
heritage values remain for present and future generations. Historic places are two are seen as one activity, rather than processes that occur on opposite ends
no longer recognized, protected, andrserved based on just their architectural of a spectrum. Comixt planning is designed to honour how a community
superiority or historical associations. Instead, a valoased approach considers evolved over time, and how the major events and eras of history have shaped

FE€f Fawsoda 2F | O02YYdzyAlé Qa RSO@St 2 whatShé dtommuhiR is o869, Bydadertaking 8 @ stindy, Yhe domrbuinity | £ £
conservation of historic places to be an activity tisatelevant to all members recognizes that the significant elements of its past $¢een in its historic places)

2F F O02YYdzyAlGeI NYGKSNI GKFy |y I OlA geedndt b@sddificed irgried ikilev@oprRent@id cHa&th contidus. o S E LI
Understanding what a community values in terms of its heritage allows for a

stronger justification for ensuring that historic places remain as a coniimy Generally, valuebased management for heritage conservation planning follows
develops and changes over time. the path outlined in Figure 1. Values are identified by a broad group of

community members, historic places that represent those values are identified,
This management process uses heritage values to guide decision making abouand then landuse decision making and conservation activities for those places
historic places. Heritage values are defined as the historic, aesthetic, spiritual, can occur.
social, cultural, and scientific significance or impoda of a place for past,
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Figure3: Values Based Management Process

Identifying Values

Community undertakes a context study to identify elements of history that contribute
to current character and identity.

ldentifying Historic Places

Community identifies historic places that embody identified heritage values.

A

ValuesBased Land Use Planning & Conservation Activitieg

The community undertakes land use planning that ensures that the heritage values of
identified historic places are not lost as development occurs.

The context sidy undertaken in Prince George covers the first two steps of the
valuesbased management process. The following workshop activity section
further explains the importance of these two steps in establishing a values
based foundation for the development afcommunity heritage planning

program. Finally, this report addresses the third step in the process, by providing
recommendations on actions and conservation tools that the City of Prince
George can implement to ensure that historic places are a viabteop#ne
O2YYdzy Al Qa 3INRPGUK YR RS@GSt2LIYSYylo

Figure4: Prince George's industrial heritage contributes to its wealth of historic places.
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Context Study Workshop

A Context Study Workshop was held in Prince George on Wednesday, October
2009, facilitated by three staff members of the BC Heritage Branch (Ministry of
Tourism, Culture anthe Arts) and one staff member of Smart Growth BC. The { ; :
primary purpose of this dapng workshop was to have citizens of Prince ' i oy

DS2NHS ARSYyUGATEe GKSAN O2YYdzyA e Qa KS | &
series of questions to allow them to identify teggnificant qualities of the
O2YYdzyAleQa S@g2fdziazy 20SNJ GAYS GKI 8 Y G 7

today.

The format of the workshop included three parts:
1. Identifying community heritage values.
2. Mapping

3. Historic Place Identification

Each of tlese three activities helps to establish a vahbesed foundation for
the development of the community heritage planning program in Prince
George.

Figure 5: Workshop Participants Identify Community Heritage Values

Identifying community heritage valueg Participants were assigned to random 2 Ihe?it: e,)l' yR gKe Aa SO02y2YAO RSOSt2zLYSYydU
groups, and asked to answer exries of questions related to contextual ge:
GUKSYSa¢ 2y I NAS LIASOSa 27F LI LISNJ 2)/3l]lf§8 ;?Iffa, zT % %a%%gNﬁ%%\gaﬁ\E?@

theme questions were: S|gn|f|cant?

: : "
1. Why did, and do, people want to live here? 4. What is special about the social and community life of Prince George?
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5.2 KFd A& dzyAljdzS l62dzi t NAyOS DS2NBHSQa SEg ™
cultural life? ;\ j
Particig YU &d 6SNB |faz2 a{iSR G2 FyasSN G§KS I dzS
O2YyaSNBI A2y AYLR2NIFYG 02 t NAYyOS DS2NHSKE

series of statements related to each question; statements that begin to build an
understanding of what it is about PNS DS2NHSQa KA &G 2NEB | yR |d
through all of its periods of development that people value today.

¢KS aSO2yR LI NI 2F (G4KAa SESNOA&AS é6la I aN. OALJ yia
IAPSY || aSNASa 2F GR20¢ AGAOWtSNAR FYyR |als 3 rtt 2
responses at each of the six question stations. They were asked to place their

dots (five per question) by the statements that they felt best captured the

SaasSyOoS 2F (0KIFI{d 0KSYS Ay GSN¥XYa 2F t NAyOS & GgSNB |

to place all of th& dots on one statement, or distribute them as they pleased
among a number of statements.

Mapping ¢ The second exercise allowed participants to visually represent on
maps the physical places in the community that embody the heritage of each
theme. Largenaps were set up at each theme station, along with instructions
on how to mark the maps for different types of places. Participants could mark
areas, specific places, transportation routes or corridors, or views with the
following markings.

Use to idenify Use to identify Figure6: A Workshop Participant Marks the Map for the Economic
areas of e —U transportation Development Theme.
‘ heritage value. routes relevant to

: The purpose of the mapping exercise is to ensure that the places that the
heritage values. e - . . . .
community identifies as part of its heritage are grounded in identified

Use to identify Use to identify community heritage values. Rather than simply stating that a place is important
P specific places views which are because it is old, or because it has specific historic associations, the community
>< of heritage important for can identify a place as heritage because it is representative of a specific aspect
value. retaining and

understanding
heritage values.

Prince George Heritage Context Stu
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Historic Place ldentificatin ¢ the final exercise of the day was a short exercise
designed to allow people to specifically name places which may be heritage, and
which were perhaps not identified during the mapping process. Participants
were able to name a large number of placesahhwere recorded by the

workshop facilitators. A key purpose of this exercise was to create a list of place
names which could later be cressferenced with places identified on the maps

to ensure that the correct nomenclature was being used.

Figure7: TheFort George Tribne Office. The entrepreneurial spirit of Prince Georgians is an importa
part of the community's heritage values.
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Workshop Participants

Heritage Branch would like to thank the following people for their time and contributions to the Context Study workshop.

Chief Dominic
Frederick

Mayor Dan Rogers

Councillor Dave
Wilbur

Sandra Goodkey
Brad Beckett

Cheryl Livingstone

Leman

Chris Bone

Dan Milburn
Doug Hofstede
LaurieAnnKosec
Nelson Wight
Wendy Young
Renee Trepanier
Krystal Etter
Marvin F. George
PatriciaWight
Jennifer Ferries
Bernice Cereamo

[ KSAREA ¢QSYyySK
City of Prince George
City of Prince George

Blackburn Community Association
City of Prince George
City of Prince George

City of Prince George

City of Prince George

City of Pmce George

City of Prince George

City of Prince George
Community Arts Council

French Canadian Association
Huble Homestead

[ KSAREA ¢QSYyySK
[ KSAREf A ¢QSYYySK
Millar Addition Citizens Coalition
Nazko First Nation

CA N&A

CA NBA
CA NA

Stuart Alec
Trelle Morrow
Robin Fairservice

Harv Smerychynski

Jo Graber
Linda Chartier
Shirley Gratton
Valerie Giles
Elaine Hauck
Allan Wilson
Lillian George
Ranijit Gill

Bob Campbell
Tracy Calogheros
Caplyn Holmes

Facilitators
Richard Linzey
Berdine Jonker
Pam Copley
Shana Johnstone

Nazko First Nation

Prince George

Prince George Genealogy Society

Prince George Heritage Commission
Prince George Heritage Commission
Prince George Heritage Commission
Prince George Heritage Commission
Prince George Heritage Commission
Prince Georg®ral Historic Society

Prince George Public Library

Prince George Urban Aboriginal Strategy
Prince George Railway and Forestry Museurr
The Exploration Place

The Exploration Place

Two Rivers Gallery

BC Heritage Branch
BC Heritage Branch
BC Heritage Branch
Smart Growth BC
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Thematic Framework

¢KS /2yGSEldza t { (dzRé& 2 &andewlign®&r & 2 NEISt€ndo DeV@IghE§ BcadvhBeg for Prince George. While different groups ma
Is an important component of the development of a laiegm plan for the City. value hunting for different reasons, and have hunted in different ways at

By understanding the qualities of life, events, people, and periods of different times, it is a common thread that has always been relevant to the
development, gowth, and change that make théy what it is today, decision people who live (and have lived) in this place. A true theme will resonate with
malers can have a better understanding of what the community values and whyall periods of a commuiié Q4 KA a0 2NBZ YR @gAGK |t 3

those places should be conserved. Developingrdextual understanding of the  community over time.

city comprises more than simply identifying historic places. First, a thematic

framework must be identiéd in order to create a basis of understanding of the The thematic framework specific to Prince George that was used to guide the
AAIYATFTAOLIY (G aLlS0ola 2F UKS OAlGe Qa K poatexestudy prackss is astdokoys: O2 YYdzy Al é @I f dzSa o

Athematic framework is a way to organize or define history to identify and Peopling the Land
place sites, persons and events in conteXhe themaic framework which
guided the Context Study process for Prince George was developed from the The land now known as Prince George has anrestte history of human
Parks Canada model which was first established in 1981. The Parks Canada A Y Kl 0 AUl yOS® CANRUOX GKS [KSARfA ¢QSyy:
process identifies five key areas of relevance into which all places of historic  adapt to its geography. Over time, they were joined by people from all parts of
significance can be categorized. These five themes are: the globe and the modern city began to take shape. This theme celelifedes

imprints and expressions of these people as they shaped the Prince George

1 Peopling the Land community. Important subthemes to consider under this theme are migration

T Developing Economies and immigration, settlement, and the relationship between people and the
1 Governing Canada environment.
1 Building Social and Community Life
1 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life Developing Econoi@s
These themes have been adapted below to create a thematic framework Fromthe earliest hunters and gatherers to today's pastiustrial workers,
tailored to Prince George. Prince Georgians have worked in a wide variety of ways to sustain themselves.

This theme looks at the historical legacies of early subsistence economies;
It is important to understand that themes must be relevant to all people, places,commercial pursuitsi fishing, farming, forestry and mining; services industries
FYR GAYS&a Ay | O2YYdzyAideQa S@2ft dzi A 2 gn@ man@fddiuridproYelsdesS This thealng mustyaRBo ciisider hoviPrihce & dzo G |
DS2NHSQa SO2y2Y@é Aa O2yiUAydaay3a G2 Sg2i
area include hunting and gathering, extraction gwdduction, trade and

! http:/ww.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/r/systerreseau/sec2.aspx

Prince George Heritage Context Stu -



http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/r/system-reseau/sec2.aspx

commerce, technology and engineering, labour, and communications and
transportation.

Governing the Region

Fromi KS 2NAIAya 2F t NAYyOS DS2dHastQa St
settlement and regional development, systems ofgamment have been an
AYLRNIOFYG LINOD 2F t NAYyOS DS2NHSQa S
as politics and political processes, government institutions, security and law, ==
YAtAGFENE YR RSTSyOSz: IyR t NAYyOS DSy

associated with this theme.

Building Social and Community Life

Prince Georgians have established a variety of social groups, clubs and | Ay .
organizations to enrich community life dmassist those in need. This theme i T A ks i 7 p—— :
focuses on the great variety of these social construgésnporary and long ' I ("!{f”‘”"““{:":m{ﬁ‘l‘lﬁ{
lasting, formal and informal, independent and allied with the government. L _
Included in this theme are community organizations, religious insbitis,

. : : . 2 N993:11-15223°13
education and social welleing, and social movements. L ©The:Explorationplace

Figure8: Mr. PGstandingoutside of the Chamber of Commerce office. Mr. PG is a local icon that ma

Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life consider aninportant historic place.

Odzt (0 dzNJ f

tKAada GKSYS I RRNKaasSa tNAyOS DS2NHSQa AydasS R &
I Ol dz £ LJdzNA dzA

ftS
AyOf dzRS& O2YYSY2Nl dAz2ya 2F t NAYyOS DS2NHAIYAQ
expression and athletic achievement. These qualities are also found in
subthemes such as learning and the arts, architecture and design, science,
sports and leisure, and philosophy and spirituality

S| f§
Gaz
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Heritage Tleme Statements

Below are statements that reflect the responses to the theme questions
received during the workshop in October. All of the workshop input for each
guestion was analyzed to develop statements summarizing the heritage values
related to eachtheme. (Specific workshop responsgeand their ranking; for

each theme can be found in Appendix C). The purpose of these statements is t

create general understanding about what the community values in terms of the P rl nC e“"“‘

O2YYdzy A G & Qa ( NJ Rdadhkh2ngedAs b whele, Khdsd (i 2 NE Lots ol i b b e N e place o

statements reflect the overarching heritage values of Prince George. They 1 f‘*“‘“’;{;y ; d:{l. catlontransportatlg)t]':“:]ﬂi! @i r m

illustrate that this is a community with a strong sense of spontaneity and corvices 11€ "social CU ture e O “"‘g fundmgd

entrepreneurship, built on hard work and a strong sense of connection to the ough’ & yn orth opportumtles centre made rlver}‘eseget

land and waterTheyalso reflect that these characteristics and qualities of life communities s~ 4 4-activities pe Op erlfﬁsge

k98 685y nstsorya a2 rete wser sz LCOTTIYTIUTYY ] EV arts=cconsiic Td <

evolutionc ¥ N2 Y GKS SIENIAS&EG KFEIoAGIFGAZ2 y 2 northern oy  region, diversity area ;:,ifhermg,commumt)’ ba?écgiss ‘R 2
nature Rivers develo ment tew”"fy pmp|.: open

now. size want Pritish lpm\,mu U (E‘Jynm Centre

ETOUPS atural
UNBC

These contexttatements directly reflect what was stated by workshop

participants in October. The statements have been developed using only the

statements found in Appendix C)_ Each theme statement also includes the Figure9: This wordcloud illustrates the 100 most frequently mentioned words in the theme statement
contribution to each of the workshop questions thatesved the highest development activity. Larger words were used most frequently.

ranking from the group (in large print quotes). These statements are not

AYGSYRSR (2 0SS | adz2NBSé 2F t NAYyOS DS2NHSQa KAAUZ2ZNEBT gKAfS 0KS& | NB NBTFf S
the key points in history that shaped the community, they are more focused on

answNRh y3 GKS ljdzSaidAzy 2F agKeé R2Sa GKS O2YYdzyAade ghfdsS AlGa
1KSaS FTAOS (KSYS I NBlFakKé¢ ¢KSas ozyu SEG aGlraGSYSyia LINRPOARS
for beginning to identify historic places, and to be able to understand why

individual historic places arvalued by the community. Fmothese context

statements the @y can move towards implementing a heritage conservation

LI FyYAY 3 LINPINYY GKIFIGO YSSia GKS O2YYdzyAaileQa @I f dzSaod

2NE Ay SI OK

KAai
I a0NRy3 FNI YSq
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Peopling the Land

(Access to arts, culture, education,
recreation facilities, and program8 o

~ workshop participant

The existence of people in \&his now the Prince George area is due to the

city is central in a literal sense; it is locatddlee confluence of the Nechako

and Fraser Rivers, the intersection of major provincial highwayknaajor
eastwest and northsouth railways come through here. The city is therefore an
administrative and transportation node for a very large area of the province.
Since its earliest days as a group of communities such as-SmatiCentral Fort
Georgethis area has been a natural social, service, and supply centre for the
north. Prince George is and has traditionally been a natural stopping place for
OGN} oSttt SNAR (2 (F1S 2y &adzlli ASad ¢KS
supply centre fortte region hasledt'S T SNBEyYy OSa 2F t NAY OS
GY2NIKSNY OFLAGET ¢ o
administration, culture, health and education, and a representative city for the

confluence of the Nechako and Fraser Rivers, and the ability of this geographic

feature to support habitationThe convergence of these rivers is the traditional
I OKSNAY3I LI I OS T2 NaiokSA | EBARE & ¢& DK
0KS O2y Tt dzSyOS 2F GKS (62 N OfNdise ©
the significance of connection to land and water. This spot was ideal for
transportation; the joining of the rivers was well suited toerrossings. The
Importance of the waterways has translated through all stages of the
development of the community. The significance of the river as the earliest
travel route through this transportation corridor is strong. The rivers of Prince
George prowded the physical access and connection needed for the people and
supplies that laid the foundations for the early communities that evolved into
2RI & Qa
Is tangible, with residents fe@ly a strong sense of connection to the impact
that the waterways have on the natural landscape surrounding the city. Prince

George is a river community, and has been since the first people gathered in this

place.

The location of Prince George approximat&00 kilometres from the
geographic centre of British Columbia is also important to local heritage. The

GYyBIR2 Of SEHNB Vi At SEEE e
¢KS f20FGA2y 2 At i S .

Y2RENY OAGed ¢KS NBfFGAZ2ZYAKALIO
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Neced no exaggeration. We
have been careful to under-
state rather than to overstate
the resources of this coming
metropolis. ;
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FigurelO: FirstNations Persons in a Dugout Canoe; British Colonist Advertisement c. (i84ét).
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success of these sectors in northern BC.

Connedtions to land and water have had strong influence in bringing people to
Prince George since the earliest days of the community. There is aseadgd
belief here that the land offers people positive opportunities which support
sustainable and quality ligtyles.The theme of arriving in Prince George to start
a new life is something that has been consistent over the years. It is a spirit of
entrepreneurism that brings people here. Whether seeking an opportunity to
own land, start a business, find employnieor pursue higher education,

people have been drawn ftall that this place has to offeifhere is a strong [ I
feeling that Prince George offers something for everyone. The idea that people ==i
could come to this area and realize their dreams was as relevaine ib800s as

it is today; they are just as likely to stay in the city once they fall in love with the
land, water, and sense of community that is so prevalent here. The
opportunities for Prince George continue to evolve as the community changes
and grows ger time. Shifts in community values now place as much importance
on social and cultural opportunities as access to financial and material
opportunities once had in the developmental stages of the city.

While many people come to Prince George to seekamu¢conomic or career
opportunity, there are also many people who value the sense of community
that comes from having wedéistablished family ties in the city. The community
of Prince George has evolved to include mgé&nerational families of Prince
Geagians. People who were born and raised in the city stay because their . |
children and grandchildren are here, reflecting the strong values which illustrateiiites . SEs
that the city is, and always has been a great place to raise a family. v Y |

::::

Figurell: Northern Hardwaresimportant to Prince George's heritageRlaces like thigllustrate how
heritage values, andhistoric places, evolve over time.
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0 Moore's Meadow Park

1 Ferguson Lake Nature Reserve
2 Hart Pioneer Centre

3 Hart Community Centre

4 Nechako Branch, Prince George Public Library (Hart area)
5 Hart Ski Hill
6 Nechako River transportation
7 Residential area of the Nechako
8 Otway Nordic Ski Centre
9 Cranbrook Hill Greenway
10 Agricultural lands on Cranbrook Hill
11 Forests for the World and Shane Lake
12 University of Northern British Columbia
13 Suburban / rural
Connaught Hill Park / yellow stairs and Bob Harkins Branch Prince George Public
14 Library
15 Baldy Hughes Dew Line 35 km
16 Rapids (Fort George Canyon)
17 Fraser River transportation
18 Experimental Farm
19 Blackburn Park and House
20 Pulp mill
21 Pulp mill
22 Sons of Norway Lodge Lodge
23 Mount George and other mountains
24 Tabor Lake
25 Pulp mill
26 Hunting area
27 Local ski hills (Purden, Tabor)
28 Ancient forest - cedars
29 Fraser River transportation
30 Huble Homestead Historic Site
31 Giscome Portage Trail / Lheidli
32 Suburban / rural
33 View of valley and Rockies from Tyner Boulevard
34 View of Mt. George and other mountains
35 L C Gunn Point city view
36 View
37 View
38 View
39 MacMillan Creek Regional Park - city view
40 View of Cranbrook Hill
41 View of cut banks from South Fort George
42 Sandblast cut banks (view)
43 View of entire city from Connaught Hill Park
44 Views
45 "The Crescents" residential area
46 Community Arts Council
47 Art Gallery
48 Millar Addition residential area
49 Pine Centre Mall

Prrr>r>rrr >>rrr

Figurel2t NA y OS DS2NBS G{AE a.
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51 Memorial Park Cemetery

52 Veterans Land Administration post-war settlement
53 South Fort George and Fur Trade

54 Hudson's Bay Land Enhancement Area

55 Fort George Park / traditional burial site / museum / narrow gauge rail
56 The Exploration Place

57 Francophone Community Centre

58 Views from Connaught Hill

59 Goat Island

60 CNR Railway Bridge

61 Downtown northern urban hotels

62 Prince George Railway and Forestry Museum

63 PGNFC (previous government building, courthouse)
64 Cottonwood Island Park

65 Heritage River Trail System

66 View of eskers

PRINCE GEORGE
HERITAGE ASSET MAP

PEOPLING THE LAND

Why did and do people want
to live here?

/
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Developing Economies

~

= 1 | N E X ] The earliest economic activity of this area has strong connections to the natural |
O/ 1 A _I 'CE OEA /EA A 3S23INILIKe 2F KS fFYyR FYR 6F0SN O2yy S«
Canada of its size that can offer affordabl this place was a natural location for the trade assoalatéth traditional

gathering and assembly agties. This tradition of benefithg from the

IiVing and qua“ty IIfeStyleSZ SO W€ neec resources provided by the land carried on as waves of newcomers came to the
the economy to keegoing to area.

Sustain thIS qua“tyo While the fur trade played a role in the earliest permanent settlement near the
confluence of the rivers, the economic drivers of the development of the city
over time turned toward natural resourdeased industry in the early days of

—_ 11 non-native settlement here. Agriculture also played a role in drawing more

WorkShOp partICIpant people to the area in thearliest days of the settlements of South and Central
Fort George. However, the continuum of economic activity over time has
changed to see eras gfowth throughindustries such as mining, forestry, pulp,
and transportation forming the modern city of Rce George. It was the
industrial nature of the economy in the mid'2@entury that made Prince
DS2NHBS GKS FFradasSad INRgAYy3I O2YYdzyAaide )
and the second largest city in BC in 1981. Big industry has shaped and sustained
the social and economic development of Prince George for decades; it has
impacted the self image of the community and shaped external perspectives of
the city. The characterization of the natural resoutdEpendent economy and
industry in Prince George isvary important aspect of the developmental
heritage of the city. It has consistently influenced the type of people that come
here to work and live. It is industry that supports and sustains the high quality of
life that is valued so dearly here. Withoute major economic engines of
O v, LD P e | | | businesses such as the Canadian National Railway, pulp and paper mills, saw
T e o A 7 - S mills and entrepreneurial pioneers of all eras Prince George would not be the

AW - MAS
A3 ‘;:91)1;(1'1.!){

B XDIORATION PUACE B! Lo NS _ g i community that it is today.

Figurel3: (clockwise from left)Beehive buner, Planer Row (now River Road), 1962; Prince George
I ANLI2 NI aStSOFGA2Y HHonéX mMpynT ¢62 wAiA PSNEH
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Prince George is a natural transportationthiBeginning with the earliest days
of transportation via the waterways, a theme of being a major intersection of

OGN} VALRNIOFGAZ2Y NRddziSa yR Y2RSa Aa Ydzy A G & Qa
RSOSt2LIYSYyld 20SN)I GAYSD® ¢KS GAYvwstoy S FTNRY a
N} Afa 02 NRIFIRaé¢xz aK2NASa (2 OFNmR&IZ | i Ay GKS

Prince George is noted for its rivers, bridges, roads, rails, and air transportation
facilities. The history of transportation infrastructure developmemind its
connection to economic developmegtcomprises a significant part of the story
2F GKS O2YYdzyAa(leQa Sg@2ftdziazyo [/ 2yail
were formative activities leading to significant changes contributing to .
establishing Prince @eNHS Qa4 NRBfS | a || NBAARSYUIAEL-
administrative centre.

2 KAfTS AYRAzZAGNE YR GNXyaLR2NIFOGAZ2Y LI |
development patterns over time, a desire to diversify and explore other i
opportunities for ecoomic generation are developing as the next phase of the
economic continuum of the citf.he community was built by people wanting to
make a living, and believing that hard work would pay it entrepreneurial
spirit that founded Prince George has alwagsved the city well, and is leading
the community towards the arts, culture, and a variety of commercial
endeavours as valid resources driving a new economic outlook. It is this
entrepreneurism that resulted in the foundation of UNBC, and brought the
Medical School to the university. The presence of the school makes a significant
contribution to the economic life of theity.

Prince George is one of the few communities in Western Canada of its size that
can offer affordable livingnd quality lifestylesLand, housing, and the general
cost of living are affordable, encouraging people to live and stay here. The

affordability of this area allows citizens to have opportunities, such as access to 2
nature and outdoor activities, which are considered luxuriestirer
communities of comparable size. Figurel4: The Croft Hotel (formerly the Corningsee inset), is recognized by many Prince Georgians

an important historic place. It represents a significant part ofeltity's twentieth century development.
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Figurel5: S.S. BC Express on its way from Quesnel to Princ
George.

\
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1 Home-based businesses
2 Foothills Landfill and Composting
3 Native weirs
4 Lheidli Tenneh Nation Logging
5 Prince George Community Forest
& Agriculture on Cranbrook Hill
T University of Northern British Columbia
8 Westgate Commercial Centre
9 BCR Industrial
10 Airport, logistics park
11 Old Dominion Experimental Farm
12 Agriculture
13 Prince George Corrections Centre
14 GTR Bridge 1913
15 Rail access to outlying communities
16 Pulp mill
17 River transportation / fishing / tourism
18 Refinery
19 Refinery
20 Pulp Mill - Canfor { Intercon
21 Morthwood Bridge
22 MNorthwood Pulp Mill
23 Lheidli Tenneh Nation wier
24 Seymour Traditional Trapline
25 Vegetable farming
26 Austin Road Commercial
Huble Homestead - a trading post on the Fraser connects over the ridge to Summit
27 Lake through the Giscome Portage
28 Bogue and Brown Sawmill
29 Nechako Crossing
30 Hammond Sub-division
31 Spruceland / Central Suburban mall
32 Carter Sub-division / military base (Carter Industrial Area)
33 CNC
34 Pine Centre Mall
35 Public recreation - golf course (B) around and in Prince George
36 Big box retail
37 Major highway crossroads
38 Steamboat ferry landing
40 Former sawmill
41 South Fort George - former townsite
Communities: Shelley to Sinclair Mills and beyond. The railroad was the only way in
and out for hundreds of people that worked there and did the logging and sawmills
and did their shopping ete. in Prince George, a large input into the economy from the
42 20s
43 Urban garden /! agriculture
44 REAPS Composting
45 Fort George Park - trading post vllage
46 Millar Expansion (added to Downtown 1912/13)
47 Queensway light industrial
48 Downtown - office / government sendces. Civic centre
49 Prince George Railway and Forestry Museum
50 Foley's Cache
51 Sawmills - wood products / CN yards

Dmmmm

m

52 Mative Friendship House
53 Archaeological site - Lheidli Tenneh
54 Cameron Street Bridge
55 Health senices
56 Pacific Western Brewery
lzowski and Rourke Store (near 3rd and George), Morrison's menswear (3rd and
57 George)
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Governing the Region

- to governance that recognizes the unique qualities of Prince George. They

O # | | /El O A | An&turhl gﬁth@ﬂﬁ@ provide a strong voice for northern BC, communicating that the regulatory and
I A A T A~ = ~ Ny A administrative needs of people here are different than those of people in other
D I A A A ’CEI O J E A E A I E £ parts of the province.

crossing of the rivers.

~ workshop participant

Prince George has a long tradition of being the centre of government for the

northenNB3A 2y 2F ./ ® LYyAGAFIffte OG0KS [ dzRaz2yQa .l& /2YLIlye FIFLOU2N 6Fa GKS
regulating authorityand then the first provincial government office and jail for

the area were erected in 1911912. As a centre of government, Prince George

continues to provide essential administrative and regulatory services to a large

population of the province.

Historid £t f 8> t NAYOS DS2NHSQa NR{S [a Iy FRYAYA&AUGNY 0AGPS OSYUGNB YIRS | YI 22NJ
impact on the development of the city. Because of the presence of government,

military, and regulatory institutions here the city has been well positioned to

receive funding supporting maj infrastructure for health, education and other

social services.

Governance for the city and the region is seen as an activity integral to the well

being of the community. While the local city council and administration system

are diverse, they are alsgpproachable, interactive and caring as far as the

O2YYdzyAteQa ¢StftySaa Aad O2YyOSNYySRd® ¢KSNB Aad 2LSyySaa G26FNR ySo ARSIFA |yl
community development. Decision makers in Prince George realize that

dedication results in the creation of positive change. Edcepresentatives in Figurel6: Prince George City Hall; Prince George Courthouse (inset).
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