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What	is	Social	Studies?

Social	Studies	is	not	just	one	thing.		While	we	o9en	focus	on	history,	it	also	includes	other	ways	of	
looking	at	the	world	including	geography,	philosophy,	sociology,	and	so	on.	Geography	is	about	places	
and	spaces	--	and	how	these	are	woven	together	with	history	and	society.	Philosophy	and	sociology	
are	very	much	about	about	the	ideas	shape	our	society	and	result	in	social	and	poliEcal	change.	Other	
“disciplines”	(areas	of	study)	have	a	part	in	Social	Studies,	too	--	it	is	somewhere	in	between	the	
“HumaniEes”	and	the	“Sciences”	and	is	a	meeEng	place	for	many	interesEng	ways	of	thinking.

Here’s	how	the	BC	Curriculum	defines	Social	Studies:
The	primary	goal	of	Social	Studies	educaEon	is	to	give	students	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	
competencies	to	be	acEve,	informed	ciEzens	who	are	able	to	think	criEcally,	understand	and	explain	
the	perspecEves	of	others,	make	judgments,	and	communicate	ideas	effecEvely.

The	knowledge	and	skills	part	might	be	quite	familiar	to	students	--	that’s	the	stuff	you	learned	about	
and	did	in	past	Social	Studies	classes.		The	“competencies”	part	might	be	a	new	idea.		These	are	the	
research	and	inquiry	processes	that	are	common	in	Social	Studies,	and	six	thinking	concepts	that	you	
will	become	familiar	with	during	the	course	--	the	following	pages	explain	these	in	more	detail.1

Case	study	notes:
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1	The	following	five	pages	are	taken	from	a	new	SS	resource	I	helped	write	called	“Thinking	it	Through:	A	Sourcebook	for	Social	Studies.”	
published	by	Pearson	EducaEon	and	available	in	Sep	2017.	I	will	edit	this	content	and	replace	with	unpublished	material	as	soon	as	I	get	
a	change	to	revisit	this	document.
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