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SOCIAL	STUDIES	10:		A	JOURNEY	THROUGH	CANADA	1919-2018	

We	will	journey	through	many	topics	and	themes	that	have	shaped	Canada	over	the	last	century	--	it	will	be	a	bit	like	the	
old	canoe	trips	of	the	fur	trade.		Some	parts	of	the	story	are	easily	told	and	require	liCle	paddling,	while	others	will	make	
you	work	hard	for	your	dried	peas	and	salt	pork.	Your	teacher	will	definitely	help	liG	the	canoe	over	the	big	portages,	but	
we	are	all	in	this	together.		

Exploring	the	idea	(or	myth?)	of	Canadian	Iden)ty	will	accompany	the	enMre	course,	as	well	as	a	persistent	quesMon:	Why	
Bother	Vo)ng?		The	focus	inquiries	below	form	the	basis	of	the	lessons,	acMviMes,	and	assessments	--	the	things	that	
students	do	or	achieve	to	show	that	they	have	met	the	learning	outcomes	by	demonstraMng	understanding.	Skills	such	as	
decoding	sources,	map	literacy,	criMcal	thinking,	effecMve	research,	working	with	populaMon	data,	interpreMng	current	
events,	communicaMon,	and	acMve	ciMzenship	will	relate	to	many	of	the	learning	outcomes.	Six	historical	and	geographic	
thinking	concepts	will	underpin	much	of	the	work	we	do	--	significance,	evidence,	conMnuity	&	change,	cause	&	
consequence,	perspecMves,	and	ethical	judgment.	

Rules	--	I	don’t	have	many...	mostly	I	expect	that	students	will	operate	with	a	few	principles	in	mind:	
• mutual	respect	--	treat	the	students,	teacher,	and	learning	space	with	dignity,	safety,	and	calmness	
• self-reliance	--	take	responsibility	for	your	acMons,	aCendance,	work	habits,	expected	work	&	progress	
• balance	--	there	is	a	season	(and	Mme	in	class)	for	everything:	teacher,	student,	together,	alone,	tech,	no-tech	
• curiosity	--	ask	thoughRul	quesMons	of	your	self,	teacher,	and	classmates,	and	ask	for	help	when	you	need	it	

In	exchange,	I	will	strive	to	make	the	class	Mme	as	posiMve	and	producMve	as	possible,	minimize	homework,	and	keep	the	
focus	on	criMcal	thinking,	meaningful	connecMons	(including	personal	ones),	and	strong	learning	about	our	topics.	I’m	quite	
confident	that	any	other	“rules”	we	might	use	will	be	negoMable,	other	than	a	few	no-brainers	such	as	academic	honesty	
and	a	safe,	inclusive	learning	environment.	

G.	Thielmann	
email:	gthielmann@sd57.bc.ca			web:	hCp://thielmann.ca			room:	180

UNIT	DESIGN		Each	Unit	will	have	4-7	lesson	handouts	that	will	guide	acMviMes	for	about	10-14	classes.	Each	unit	will	have	
at	least	one	Skills	Lab	and/or	Source	Lab.	Most	unit	will	have	a	set	of	class	assignments	and/or	a	project.		Each	units	will	
end	with	a	test,	usually	some	form	of	open-notes	evaluaMon.		See	the	reverse	for	a	guide	to	student	assessment.

Unit	1	An	Autonomous	Canada:	1919-1939 Unit	4:	Canada	and	Its	Government:	PoliUcs

What	is	Social	Studies?	Canada	at	the	End	of	WWI,	the	
Roaring	20s,	the	Great	Depression.	Analyzing	sources.

Structure	of	Government,	ParMes	&	the	ElecMon	Cycle,	Local	
&	Provincial	Gov’t,	Aboriginal	Self-Government

Unit	2	Canada	at	War:	1936-1946 Unit	5	Modern	Canada:	1984-present

Rise	of	Dictators,	At	Home	in	WWII,	At	War	in	WWII,	
AGermath	of	war.	Use	a	Mmeline	to	understand	significance.

PoliMcal	&	Social	Change,	Indigenous	Issues	&	
ReconciliaMon,	GlobalizaMon,	Environmental	Issues

Unit	3	Postwar	Canada:	1946-1984 Final	Project/PresentaUon:	The	Echo	Project

The	Cold	War,	Changes	in	the	50s	&	60s,	Indigenous	Rights,	
Counterculture,	Quebec	NaMonalism	and	the	ConsMtuMon,	
Canada	becoming	a	“middle	power”	in	the	world.

Research	into	a	topic	of	interest	and/or	personal	connecMon	
in	20th	Century	History	and/or	Place-based	theme.	More	
info	at:	hCps://www.thielmann.ca/echo-project.html.
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Curriculum	
FoundaUons	

ability	to	organize	and	
express	subject/course	
related	knowledge	and	

understanding		

1	|	2	|	3	|	4	|	5

Research  
&	Inquiry	

ability	to	develop	&	
respond	to	meaningful	
quesMons,	and	express	

through	different	 
methods	

1	|	2	|	3	|	4	|	5

Skills	&	
ApplicaUons	

ability	to	use	a	variety 
of	subject-related	skills	or  
pracMces,	and	acMvate	
concepts	&	knowledge 

in	real-Mme	
1	|	2	|	3	|	4	|	5

Sourcework	&	
CriUcal	Thinking	
ability	to	work	with	
evidence	and	apply	
concepts	of	historical	

and	geographic	
thinking	

1	|	2	|	3	|	4	|	5

KNOW							DO					UNDERSTAND	

LEARNING	AND	ASSESSMENT	IN	SOCIAL	STUDIES

Tests	&		
In-class	

Challenges

Skills	
Labs

Source	
Labs

Projects

I	know	about	themes	and	examples	from	history,	
geography,	and	society.	I	have	a	sense	of	the	world	
in	which	I	live	and	my	story	within	it.	

Examples:	annotated	map,	simula>on	game,	lecture	
notes,	group	poster,	response	guide,	ques>on/
answer	(aka	bookwork),	graphic	organizer

I	can	apply	what	I	have	learned	to	theore>cal	and	
real-world	problems.	I	have	picked	up	skills	and	
found	the	relevance	in	Social	Studies.		

Examples:	annotated	>meline,	thema>c	map,	ac>ve	
ci>zenship	ac>vity,	graphing	exercise,	GIS	computer	
tutorial,	leGer	to	the	editor,	socra>c	circle,	debate

I	can	interpret,	form	opinions,	and	gain	understanding	
from	data	and	evidence.	I	have	a	sense	of	how	human	
nature	has	played	out	on	the	world.	

Examples:	current	events	response	template,	analysis	
and	comparison	of	primary	sources	such	as	statements,	
maps,	records,	pain>ngs,	leGers,	and	photographs

I	can	follow	different	kinds	of	inquiry	steps	and	express	
my	learning	effec>vely.	I	have	made	authen>c	
connec>ons	to	the	stories	of	others.	

Examples:	research	template,	research	essay,	porIolio	 
presenta>on,	crea>ve	wri>ng	or	artwork,	embodied	
performance,	class	demonstra>on,	use	of	driving	
ques>ons	and	inquiry	cycle,	poster	display	and	
lectureGe,	response	to	an	essen>al	ques>on

What’s	 this	 about?	 	 Students	work	 from	basic	 (Step	1)	 towards	mastery	 (Step	5)	 in	 four	essenMal	 areas	or	
“CapaciMes”	in	Social	Studies.		Tests,	projects,	and	class	assignments	are	used	to	determine	progress	in	these	
four	 areas.	 “Competency”	work	 and	 assessment	 are	 embedded	 through-out,	 and	 the	 final	 grade	 is	 a	 split	
between	 evaluaMon	 results	 (60%)	 and	 results	 in	 the	 CapaciMes	 (40%).	 Student	 reflecMon	 and	 choice	 are	
required	at	key	stages	of	assessment.	 	We	use	a	summaMve	project	to	wrap	up	the	course;	however,	a	final	
exam	is	available	as	an	opMon	for	improving	final	course	standing.
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The	CapaciUes


