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P R I N C E  G E O R G E  
L H E I D L I  T ’ E N N E H  T E R R I T O RY





DECLARING (SOME 
OF) MY BIASES





WORKSHOP 
PLANNING



MORNING SESSION 9:00-11:45

WORKSHOP INTENTIONS

• our #bced curricular morass and “how then do we navigate” - 
short talk & Q/A 

• orienting to our own purposes for Social Studies - activity 
• balancing competencies and content - options for “student 

sourcework” and manipulative activities  
• PBL - Heritage Inquiry examples 
• teacher mutualism - models & results

AFTERNOON SESSION 12:15-3:00

• unit planning tool 
• SS11 Explorations - what’s being done 
• assessment - discussion on proficiency scales and limits of AFL 
• assessment - “The Fiver” with student examples 
• reflection and planning



STORY CARDS



NAVIGATING NEW CURRICULAR WATERS

• our #bced curricular morass and how then do we navigate

DEAD RECKONING: 

“a method of establishing one's posi>on 

using the distance and direc>on travelled 

rather than astronomical observa>ons”  

(Collins English Dic>onary) 

“the finding of a ship's posi>on by an 

es>mate based on data recorded in the 

log, as speed, and the >me spent on a 

certain course, rather than by more 

precise means”  

(Webster Dic>onary)



Why are we talking about 
new curriculum?



DONEC QUIS NUNC



DONEC QUIS NUNC



DONEC QUIS NUNCLocus / 
Direction 
from…



LET’S TRY SOME 

PBL ON BCED



M Y  Q U E S T I O N  I N  2 0 1 5 …   
“ H E Y,  W H AT ’ S  G O I N G  O N  AT  T H E  M I N I S T RY  
T H E S E  D AY S ,  W I L L  O U R  C O U R S E S  L O O K  T H E  
S A M E  O R  S H O U L D  W E  E X P E C T  A  F R E E - F O R - A L L  
W I T H  N O  D I R E C T I O N  G I V E N ? ”  



DONEC QUIS NUNC



Curriculum Change -- SS

• SS Team tasked with compressing all “mandatory” 
content into K-10 

• Convinced to use Seixas’ Historical Thinking 
concepts as the basis for Competencies 

• Teachers involved with some important work but 
also sidelined for key decisions; also not unified - 
process reflects “personalities” and circumstances 

• Survey of responses from academics, educators, and 
journalists show many dissenting opinions



DONEC QUIS NUNC

PERSONALITY DRIVEN?
P E R S O N A L I T I E S  M A K E  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  C U R R I C U L U M







DONEC QUIS NUNC



DONEC QUIS NUNC



DONEC QUIS NUNC



DEAD RECKONING

Dead Reckoning is a process of 
determining one’s present posi4on by 
projec4ng course(s) and speed(s) from a 
known past posi4on, and predic4ng a 
future posi4on by projec4ng course(s) and 
speed(s) from a known present posi4on. 
The dead reckoning posi4on is only an 
approximate posi4on because it does not 
allow for the effect of leeway, current, 
helmsman error, or compass error. 
(The American Prac4cal Navigator, 
Bowditch, 1799)

NAVIGATING NEW CURRICULAR WATERS



DONEC QUIS NUNC



THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL STUDIES

• orienting to our own purposes for Social Studies - activity

‣think of a Social Studies 
class that you like to teach, 
or would like to change
‣arrange the cards to show 
the value or emphasis you 
would place on them in 
designing your class
‣talk with others about what 
you did and why 



DONEC QUIS NUNCValues identified in activity

HISTORICAL LITERACY 

MAKE / DO / INQUIRE 

PLACE-BASED 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

CRITICAL THINKING 

IDENTITY WORK 

RECONCILIATION 

CULTURAL MOSAIC

• What is the purpose of Social Studies?



• What is the purpose of Social Studies?

Think about how your viewpoint(s) or value(s) relate to practice

‣Course planning and unit design
‣Lesson plans and activities/resources
‣student projects and project criteria
‣what you expect students to say and do
‣assessment - especially the stuff from which 
report cards are made



DONEC QUIS NUNCBig Ideas and Curricular Competencies

‣think about the Big Ideas and Curricular 
Competencies for the courses you usually (or 
would like to) teach

‣is their anything there that seriously “disrupts” 
what you are doing now... do you want it to?

‣main choice: adapt the new concepts to fit what 
you do, or adapt what you do to fit the new 
concepts

‣other choice: do nothing and see what happens… 
maybe you’re already doing it right

• What is the purpose of Social Studies?



COMPETENCIES AND/OR CONTENT?  
OPTIONS FOR STUDENT SOURCE WORK 

AND MANIPULATIVE ACTIVITIES



PBL - Heritage 
Inquiry examples





STUDENT ENGAGEMENT



STUDENT ENGAGEMENT





































Engagement follows identity



BEATTY BOX

















TEACHER MUTUALISM - MODELS AND RESULTS





BFF



UNIT PLANNING TOOL



SS11 EXPLORATIONS - WHAT’S BEING DONE



ASSESSMENT - DISCUSSION ON 
PROFICIENCY SCALES AND LIMITS OF AFL



ASSESSMENT
• “The Fiver” with student examples



REFLECTION AND PLANNING - CHOICE

•Discuss unit or lesson planning - maybe a gap in your 
current course designs, something that lines up with 
the values you place on your SS classes 

•Explore or design a manipulative (source) activity to 
provide more depth to a topic you feel deserves it 

•Pick an assessment you’d like to change and discuss 
what that might look like 

•Think of some ways you could improved the supports 
that exists for Social Studies curriculum and 
instruction in Victoria - what do you need from SD61?
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